Slinky: Satin sarong with beaded vest
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brighter, tighter spring
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Nine-foot ET's take a walk in the park with their robot

Space invaders land

in Russia, and yo

had better believe it

By GRAHAM DUDMAN

ALIENS from another planet
have visited earth —if you
want to believe everything
the Russians say. .

Tass, the Kremlin’s trusted
-mouthpiece, revealed yesterday
how a sKaceship manned by
giants with tiny heads landed in
a park in Voronezh, a city 300
miles south-east of Moscow.

According to the voice of Russia,
three nine-foot extra-terrestrials and
a robot enjoyed a short walk before
returning to their shining saucer.

The “intergalactic scoop” was
underplayed In the official news
agency’s usual matter-of-fact style.

It said: “Scientists have confirmed
that an unidentified ﬂyinﬁ object
recently landed in Voronezh.

“They have identified the site and
found traces of aliens who made a
short promenade about the J;ark.
‘They were tall, with small heads.”

" The report did not give a date, but
said onlookers were “overwhelmed
with a fear that lasted several days”.

Last night, Tass’s London corre-
spondent Yuri Sidorov said: “We are
a serious agency and do not report
things that are not true.

“Personally, I do not believe in fly-
ing objects but if Tass says some-
thing, 1t must be so.”

A Ministry of Defence spokesman
said: “We do not entertain opinions
about men from Mars.”

And a Met Office official asked:
“It’s not April Fools’ Day is it?”

A spokesman at the Russian
embassy in London added: “Tass is
very reliable and you can believe
what they say. I don’t think there is
any official posifion on this.”

Tass claimed scientists investigat-
ing the FO report found a 20-yard
depression with four deep dents as
well as two unidentified rocks.

Genrikh Silanov, head of the Voro-
nezh Geophysical Laboratory, said:
“They looked like deep red sand-
stone. However, analysis has shown
the substance cannot be found on
Earth. Additional tests are needed to
reach a more definite conclusion.”

Tass also reported sightings of a
“banana-shaped” UFO like one
described in an American magazine,
but added it was unlikely anyone in
Voronezh could have read about it.

BRITISH UFO expert
Steve Balon, who has
studied the subject for
28 years, said last
night: “I have ever
reason to believe this is
genuine, but it is
strange the Russians
should treat it as a mat-
ter of fact.”

UFOs have a special
fascination for Russians
and the state press reg-
ularly carries reports of

- RIDDLE OF THE ALIENS .

unusual sightings. A
“commission into
abnormal phenomena”
was set up in 1984 after
a “flying cigar” was
seen near Gorky, east
of Moscow.

Asked whether the
latest report could pos-
sibly be a hoax, a Tass
sgo esman replied:
“Tass never jokes.

“If we start joking,
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we’ll stop existing”.

"Sighting: A scare over suburban Ohio

Click! The sightings captured on ﬁl

Sighting: Night fright over Birmingham

Visitors from the beginning of time. ..

SIGHTINGS of UFOs have been
recorded in pictures and words
from the days of cave dwellers,
but public controversy has
really raged over their exis-
tence since the late Forties.
That was when the U.S. Air-
force started to compile Project
Blue Book. By the time the proj-
ect ended in 1969, 12,618 had
been listed.
It wasn’t until 1953 that the

term UFO was coined, by
American pilots, after a rash of
sightings. .« = .

The fear, in the days of the
Cold War, affected even Win-
ston Churchill, who ordered a
secret inquiry into reports that
UFOs were flying over Britain.

In a 1952 memo to to his air
minister, he asked: “What does
all this stuff about flying sau-

cers amount to? What can it
mean? What is the truth?”

The Air Ministry reported
back comfortingly that UFO
sightings could be explained as
astronomical or meteorclogical
happenings, aircraft, balloons,
optical illusions. .. or hoaxes.

But flying cigars, triangles
and spheres are com-
mon. .. with one in six claim-
ing a strange sighting.

ITALY’S style-leaders will be
putting on a bold front next
year. :

Milan’s spring fashion
shows revealed a voluptuous
collection of plunging neck-
lines coupled with satin
sarongs and thigh-high skirts
yesterday.

Maestro Gianni Versace, the
man who dresses the
stars — among them Mick
Jagger, Phil Collins and Jane
Seymour — led the way,
abandoning black to !5:) for
lime green, electric pink and
acid yellow.

Midr fis were bared above

brief boleros and skimp
sarongs, while six-inch heels-
and sheer stockings high-
lighted the short skirt look

Tailored coat dresses, oft-
the-shoulder jumpsuits and
strapless micro dresses also
featured in the collections.
But there was romance from
Dolce & Gabana with clouds
of chiffon and silk voile in soft
matt burgundy and aubergine.

While  street-smart biker
shorts, bra tops and tube
dresses got the night-life
treatment with fruit gum-style
jewel drops.

Skimpy: Leather b
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Drugs murder victim
was Esther TV guest

MURDER victim Eliza-
beth Page-Alucard once
appeared on a TV anti-
drugs programme with
Esther Rantzen, it was
revealed last night.

Elizabeth, a reformed
addict, had devoted her
life to the war against
drugs.

In January 1986 millions
saw her on Esther’s show
preaching against the
evils of addiction. i

She went on to help set
up a telephone helpline
for addicts in Worcester
and joined the Turning
Point charity which has

the Princess of Wales as
its patron.

But the 41-year-old
drugs counsellor with one
of Princess Diana’s chari-
ties was battered to death
in the office' where she
tried to help addicts.

Detectives said there
was no evidence of any
sexual attack and nothing
appeared to have been
stolen.

Police believe her killer
drove Elizabeth’s black
mini-van to a supermarket
car park, where it was
abandoned. The van was
undergoing forensic tests
yesterday.




